
 

 

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 
For the Meeting Held On  August 21, 2014 
Meeting Time   : 6:30 pm 
 
Location :   Council on Aging – Conference Room 
Address : 328 North Main Street, East Longmeadow, MA  
 
Meeting Posted On:  Day: Tuesday  Date: 08 / 12 / 2014 
(48 hrs required) 
 
Is Meeting Being Recorded by Digital Recorder: Yes X No  
The Minutes of this Meeting are being taken by:  Marge Larocca 
 
Committee Members:  (check if attended) 
Russ Denver  Eric Madison  James Broderick  James Walsh 
Dawn Starks  Rocco Carabetta  Sam Pizzanelli  Tom Caliento  
 
Attendees: Billy Gorman, Don Maki, Marge Larocca. 
 

Did the Chair release any prior Executive Session Minutes?  Yes  No x 
Dates of Executive Session Released :  
 

TOPIC / MATTER    #1 
Abandoned Properties & Associated Costs 

Summary of Matter Discussed : 
● The Chairman opened the meeting and invited Selectman Gorman to speak to the 

Committee. 
● Selectman Gorman gave a description of problems and associated costs in dealing 

with abandoned properties.  He stated that there should be enough funds in the health 
department budget to cover the costs for this year. Selectman Gorman stated that he 
was concerned about covering the costs for the future and is looking to establish a 
revolving fund for the costs. He also wants to create a new by-law for addressing 
abandoned properties.  The Chairman gave a description of the process of creating 
revolving accounts with warrant articles at town meetings. 

● The Chairman asked if there was any other action that could be taken for costs related 
to abandoned properties.  Selectman Gorman said that in consulting with Town 
Counsel, the only thing that can be done is to send a notice and put a lien on the 
property.  Selectman Gorman stated that there had been a delay in cleaning up the 
properties until a revenue source was found.  He added that there were originally 12 
abandoned properties that needed cleaning, and after notifying the owners, there is 
now only one property that needs attention.  He stated that he wanted to make the 
Appropriations Committee aware of the problem in case it gets worse in the future, and 
there isn’t any action that needs to be taken now. 

● The Chairman thanked Selectman Gorman for coming to the meeting. 
Documents or Exhibits for this Matter: 
● None 
Votes Taken Under this Matter : 
● None 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
TOPIC / MATTER    #2 

Sources & Uses-Revenue Documents 
Summary of Matter Discussed : 
● The Chairman distributed documents showing Local Revenue, State Aid revenue and 

followed with a description of the information in the documents.  He said that he would 
be sending out a memo to all departments to inform them that there is no additional 
funding available. 

● The Chairman announced that Appropriations Committee members, Rocco Carabetta 
and Sam Pizzanelli, will also be members of the Capital Planning Committee. 

Documents or Exhibits for this Matter: 
● Local Revenues; State Aid Worksheet 
Votes Taken Under this Matter : 
● None 

 

 
 

TOPIC / MATTER    #3 
Correspondence 

Summary of Matter Discussed : 
● The Chairman spoke about receiving correspondence from the Director of Assessing 

stating that additional funding for the Munis software bridge was not needed as the 
costs were well within the warrant article amount. 

● The Chairman gave a description of a memo from the Buildings Facility Manager about 
the 750 gallon hot water domestic storage tank.  It was determined that the tank needs 
to be replaced based on the extent of deterioration and expiration of warranty. The 
replacement cost is $23,750, $19,900 in materials and $3,100 labor costs and will be 
funded through the current maintenance budget. Because this significant and 
unanticipated expense has come early in the fiscal year, the Buildings Facility Manager 
wanted to notify the Appropriations Committee that the ability to complete repairs later 
in the year may be impacted.  The Chairman stated that there is no action required 
from the Committee at this time. 

● The Chairman announced that the Special Town Meeting date has been set for 
October 27, 2014.  (Warrant Articles are due by September 15th). 

● The Chairman spoke about receiving a phone call from the Recreation Director about a 
proposal to make changes to office positions within his department.  The Chairman 
stated that if the Director isn’t looking for additional funds, then there is no action 
required from the Appropriations Committee. 

● The Chairman gave an update of the Auditors’ budget training session, and will convey 
any dates when available.  He then distributed a draft of the Appropriations Committee 
Budget Calendar. 

Documents or Exhibits for this Matter: 
● Local Revenues; State Aid Worksheet; draft AC Budget Calendar 
Votes Taken Under this Matter : 
● None 

 

  



 

 

 
TOPIC / MATTER    #4 

Meeting Minutes – May 15, 2014, June 26, 2014, June 30, 2014 
Summary of Matter Discussed : 
● The Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2014 were reviewed.  A motion was made to approve.  

The motion was seconded and all were in favor. 
● The Meeting Minutes of June 26, 2014 were reviewed.  A motion was made to 

approve.  The motion was second. Discussion followed about the Bond Anticipation 
Amount of .02 shown in Topic #2 as too low (It was amended to show the correct 
amount of 0.282000), and to correct the address of the place of meeting.  All were in 
favor. 

● The Meeting Minutes of June 30, 2014 were reviewed.  A motion was made to 
approve.  The motion was seconded and all were in favor. 

Documents or Exhibits for this Matter: 
● Meeting Minutes: May 15, 2014; June 16, 2014; June 30, 2014. 
Votes Taken Under this Matter : 
● A motion was made to approve the May 15, 2014 Meeting Minutes.  The motion was 

seconded and all were in favor. 
● A motion was made to approve the June 16, 2014 Meeting Minutes as amended.  The 

motion was seconded and all were in favor. 
● A motion was made to approve the June 30, 2014 Meeting Minutes.  The motion was 

seconded and all were in favor. 
 

 
 
7:18 PM:  Motion to Adjourn 
 
 
 

MEETING FOLLOW UP: 
 
 
 
PRIOR MEETING NOTES: 
Note status of Water & Sewer Enterprise Funds 
Note: Set date for Auditor’s budget forum 
 

 


